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By Deb Silverthorn
On Nov. 2, Bnai Zion will ceremoni-

ously blow out 100 candles on the cake, 
celebrating its centennial anniversary 
by recognizing “100 Years of Making 
a Difference.” Dr. Craig Rosenfeld and 
Manny Ybarra will be honored at the 
event, beginning at 6 p.m. at the Westin 
Park Central and under the supervi-
sion of Dallas Kosher.

“Everything that Bnai Zion does is 
from the heart, and we have very big 
hearts,” said Avrille Harris-Cohen, di-
rector, Texas Region of the Bnai Zion 
Foundation (www.bnaizion.org). “Dr. 
Rosenfeld and Manny Ybarra repre-
sent the best of what we do and what 
we hope for.”

Dr, Rosenfeld, who will receive 
Bnai Zion’s Humanitarian Award, has 
indeed given of himself in many areas 
of the community. “Bnai Zion brings 
together my desire to support the state 
of Israel as a whole as well as a major 
medical institution. I understand what 
the medical teams are doing and this 
is a country whose medical needs are 
never-ending.”

Combining his respect and inter-
est in the Jewish, medical and political 

communities, in addition to his com-
mitment to Bnai Zion, Dr. Rosenfeld 
has served on the boards of the Chronic 
Disease Fund, the Finance Committee 
of the Dallas County Republican Party, 
the Governor’s Council on Science and 
Biotechnology Development, the Texas 
Cord Blood Bank, Texas Hillel and the 
Texas-Israel Chamber of Commerce. 
He is the 2008 co-chair of the Men’s 
Division of the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Dallas, president of the Dallas 
Chapter of the Republican Jewish Co-
alition and a section editor for the jour-
nal Leukemia. Dr. Rosenfeld was also 
instrumental in the effort to pass and 
fund HB 3572 in the 2001 Texas legis-
lature which, when signed into law, es-
tablished the Texas Cord Blood Bank.

“I’m honored to be involved,” said 
Dr. Rosenfeld, who, with his wife, Deb-
bie, and their children, Lauren, Emily, 
and Max, belongs to Temple Emanu-
El. “Dallas is a great Jewish community 
with so many people involved. They 
are coherent, hard-working people ex-
tending a hand locally and around the 
world. I’m proud to be a part of that.”

A native of St. Louis, Mo., Dr. 
Rosenfeld moved to Dallas in 1994 

to establish the Medical City Dallas 
Hospital’s Bone Marrow Transplant 
Program. He has conducted and led 
clinical research protocols in leukemia 
and myelodysplastic syndrome, has 
authored or co-authored almost 100 
publications in book chapters and peer-
reviewed journals and has presented 
original research and expert reviews at 
international symposia. He is chief sci-
entifi c offi cer at SuperGen, Inc., which, 
under his direction, led to an FDA ap-
proval of Dacogen. This medicine, used 
to treat myelodysplastic syndrome, 
prevents cancer cells from spreading. 
Dr. Rosenfeld is also the co-founder of 
the Vaccine Company.

“In 25 years the progress in my fi eld 
has been tremendous,” Dr. Rosenfeld 
said. “No one used to be cured of leu-
kemia, and now the advancement is 
phenomenal. We still can’t cure every-
one but there are dramatic changes in 
the numbers of those we can help.”

Manny Ybarra, who will be honored 
with Bnai Zion’s Community Service 
Award, is the husband of Betsy and fa-
ther of Amanda and Sam. He is found-
er and president of Pillar Commercial, 
a Dallas-based full-service commercial 

real estate 
company 
w h i c h 
manages 
the invest-
ment per-
formance 
of an of-
fi ce port-
folio now 
exceeding 

2,000,000 
s q u a r e 
feet.

“ B n a i 
Zion rep-
r e s e n t s 
the best in 
humanity. 
I’m fl at-
tered and 
it’s a huge 
honor to 
r e c e i v e 
this trib-
ute,” Yba-
rra said. 

“Their projects, one after another, 
touch me. I want to help.”

The Dallas native has served as ex-
ecutive vice president of TPMC Realty 
Corporation and as vice president of 
economic development for the Greater 
Dallas Chamber. In marketing the 
city of Dallas to major employers who 
were evaluating the area as a new or 
expanding business opportunity, Yba-
rra helped to recruit major employers 
including Blockbuster Entertainment, 
Transamerica and Union Pacifi c.

Ybarra has served on Dallas’ Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission and 
Board of Adjustment, on Dallas’ Real 
Estate Task Force, on the board of di-
rectors for Dallas’ Downtown Improve-
ment District and Richardson Cham-
ber Broker & Developer Committee 
and as president-elect of the North 
Texas Commercial Association of Re-
altors’ board of directors. A graduate 
of the University of Texas at Dallas, he 
is also a graduate of the Economic De-
velopment Institute and the Associate 
Leadership Council, and he is a Certi-
fi ed Commercial Investment Member. 
Ybarra is a member of the executive 
committee for the Real Estate Council’s 

PAC and the Dallas Assembly.
“As I’ve learned more about Bnai 

Zion and the recipients of their efforts, 
it has become more than an emotional 
decision to help,” Ybarra said. “The 
needs are important and critical.”

“The needs are critical and the time 
to help is now, and always,” said Harris-
Cohen, who this summer visited Israel 
and Bnai Zion’s projects during the or-
ganization’s 100th anniversary mission. 
“If we don’t help Israel, who will?”

“The Texas region has been revital-
ized,” said Jack Grunspan, executive 
vice president of the national offi ce. 
Grunspan celebrates the 100th anni-
versary personally as his parents, Eta 
and the late Samuel Grunspan, were 
among those helped by Bnai Zion when 
the organization’s service was to help 
immigrants assimilate; to fi nd health 
benefi ts, jobs and more. Now, with 32 
great-grandchildren, Eta Grunspan is 
still appreciative of the early help. “Bnai 
Zion,” Jack said, “with a mission that 
points to projects that are all related to 
social welfare, fi lls an immense void.”

Bnai Zion Medical Center provides 
medical care to Jewish, Muslim, Arab 
and Druze children and adults. In ad-
dition, Bnai Zion supports the Ahava 
Children & Youth Village; the Bnai 
Zion Library of Peace; Ma’on Bnai 
Zion, a home for disabled people; the 
Quittman Center, which houses de-
velopmentally challenged individuals; 
and the David Yellin College of Educa-
tion. Bnai Zion was there in the early 
days of Magen David Adom, the Israel 
Museum of the Diaspora and more.

“People get wrapped up and they 
forget the children, the victims and the 
bigger picture,” said Gala Chair Diane 
Benjamin. Senator Florence Shapiro is 
the honorary gala chair. “It is our re-
sponsibility to raise the money to con-
tinue supporting the hospital, to help 
in purchasing medical equipment and 
the transformation of an underground 
garage into a triage emergency room. 
We must always be a part of assisting in 
the strong medical services and in the 
future of Israel.”

For reservations, due by Oct. 10, 
or for more information, call 972-918-
9200 or e-mail avrille.harris-cohen@
bnaizion.org.

TRUST YOUR FAMILY TO THE FAMILIES WHO KNOW YOUR TRADITIONS BEST.

For years, Dallas families have known that Forest 
Lawn Funeral Home was their  rst choice for pro-
viding caring and compassionate services when the 
loss of a family member has occurred.

Now, Kate Moore and Terry Branson are pleased 
to announce their merger with John P. and Retha 
Brooks of North Dallas Funeral Home, a family-
owned and operated funeral home that has provided 
excellent care to North Dallas families for many 
years.

“My family has utilized the services of North Dallas 
Funeral Home and we have found them to be most pro-
fessional and sensitive to the needs of those suffering the 
loss of a family member.”
Mark J. Siegel
Attorney at Law

Our address may be new, but our commitment 
to the Jewish community is as strong as ever.

• Traditional Funeral Services 
• Designated Tahara Facilities
• Shomer Facilities
• Shipping Services
• Monuments

North Dallas Funeral Home
2710 Valley View Lane
Dallas, Texas 
214-953-0363

www.texasjewishfuneralservices.com
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Wishing everyone a Happy New Year
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