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Bnai Zion Foundation 100th anniversary raises
over half-million dollars for Israel projects

Over half a million dollars was
given to Bnai Zion’s humanitar-
ian projects in Israel during the
organization’s 100th Anniversary
Mission there from June 24 to July
3. The solid Dallas representation
on the mission included 14 people
from the area, including the Bnai
Zion president of the Texas region,
Larry Strauss; his wife, Shirley;
Andrew Farkas, past president
of the Texas region, and his wife,
Ferne; Jeff Bayer, secretary of the
Texas region, and his wife, Anita;
and Texas Regional Director
Avrille Harris-Cohen. Thanks to
the generosity of donors past and
present, Bnai Zion was able to pro-
vide substantial funds to each of its
current projects, acquaint mission
participants with each establish-
ment’s life-transforming work and
give them firsthand knowledge of
each project.

Two momentous occasions were
celebrated during the mission as
well: the dedication of the Mel Par-
ness Pediatric Surgery Department
at the Bnai Zion Medical Center
(named in honor of the execu-
tive vice president emeritus of the
Bnai Zion Foundation), and the
groundbreaking ceremony for the
new George W. Schaeffer Music
Conservatory at Ma’aleh Adumim,
made possible by the generosity
of Bnai Zion’s national president,
who is also the founder and CEO
of OPI Products, Inc. At Ma’aleh
Adumim the foundation for the
conservatory was inaugurated by
George himself, who ceremonially
threw in the first mound of dirt for
the site’s construction after intro-
ductory remarks by MK Reuven
Rivlin and the city’s mayor, the
Hon. Benni Kashriel.

Mission participantsalso toured
Bnai Zion’s other previous and
current projects, including Ahava
Village for Children & Youth, the
Quittman Center at Israel Elwyn,
the David Yellin College of Educa-
tion, Bet Hatefutsot and the artists’
colony Ein Hod, as well as many
other cultural and archaeological
locations, and enjoyed compre-
hensive commentary throughout
the trip by the expert guide Ronit
Nachman.

Martin Van Brauman, CFO and
senior VP of Zion Oil & Gas, cur-
rently exploring for oil in Israel,
joined the mission with his wife,
Gwen, and they were impressed
with Bnai Zion’s accomplishments.
Active supporters of Bnai Zion, of
which Martin is a Dallas board
member, the Van Braumans had

been to Israel previously but had
never before seen the scope of the
country that was presented on this
trip. “The mission was outstand-
ing,” Martin said.

Highlights of the trip included
a theatrical youth presentation
at Ahava Village, a rustic candle-
light dinner under a tent at Neot
Kedumim, the biblical garden and
the signing of a special, commem-
orative proclamation celebrating
Bnai Zion’s centennial and Israel’s
60th at Independence Hall in Tel

Aviv, site of the original signing
of Israel’s Declaration of Indepen-
dence. All the participants, rang-
ing in age from 30s to 80s, whether
first-timers to Israel or seasoned
travelers, agreed the mission was
a most informative and enjoyable
view of Israel — and returned en-
thusiastic about supporting Bnai
Zion.

More information and a photo gallery of this
trip can be found on the organization’s Web

site, www.bnaizion.org.

Anita Bayer and Gwen Van Brauman
with the young soldier docent at the
Museum of Clandestine Immigration
in Haifa

Andrew and Ferne Farkas attended
the farewell dinner in Kfar Bnai Zion
before returning to the States.
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At the David Yellin College of Education, another BZ project, the group — (I-r)
Avrille Harris-Cohen, Texas regional director; Jack Grunspan; Gwen Van Brauman
— visited the Pet Therapy training center and got to meet one of its star pets.

A visit to the emergency room at the Bnai Zion Medical Center in Haifa: (I-r) Ferne
Farkas; Anita Bayer; Avrille Harris-Cohen, Texas regional director, Bnai Zion;
Dr. Michael Kafka, head of emergency services, explaining how the hospital re-
sponded during the Second Lebanon War with Hezbollah; Andrew Farkas

Depressed
[ ]
Again?
UT Southwestern Medical Center
is conducting research sponsored by
the National Institute of Mental Health
on cognitive therapy for depression.

If you qualify for the study, treatment
will be provided at no charge to you.

* Depressed or sad mood

* Loss of interest in activities

* Feeling slowed down

- Difficulty concentrating

+ Difficulty sleeping or sleeping too much
* Feeling tired or having low energy

* Feeling guilty or worthless

+ Changes in weight or appetite

The symptoms
of depression
include:

If you have experienced these symptoms more than once in your life,
are drug free and not currently in psychiatric treatment, please call
the Psychosocial Research and Depression Clinic at 214-648-5351.

www.utsouthwestern.edu




