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The Texas Region of Bnai Zion con-
tinued its centennial celebration with a 
Sunday morning brunch held recently 
at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Addison.

Several hundred people turned out 
to help share in the festivities honoring 
Patti and Howard Fields, Eli Davidsohn 
and Judah Epstein.

Patti and Howard Fields, one of 
the founding families of Congregation 
Beth Torah and community leaders for 
over 30 years, are heavily involved with 
DIFFA (Design Industry Foundation 
Fighting AIDS) and have been critical 
in helping the organization raise large 
sums of money to assist people in our 
community living with HIV/AIDS. 
The Fields’ son, Alan, fl ew in from 
Denver for the occasion, extending 
special heartfelt greetings to his par-
ents: “Congratulations dear Mom & 
Dad, Grandma & Grandpa. We are all 
very proud of you! Love, Denise, Alan, 
Ben & Jackson.”

Also being honored that morning 
was Eli Davidsohn, Dallas’ unsung 
hero who has been teaching, educat-
ing and entertaining in the Jewish 
community for over 35 years. Eli has 
been instrumental (excuse the pun) 
in bringing song and Judaism into the 
lives of many of our children and adults 
alike.

Judah Epstein was recognized with 
the Tikun Olam Award for his support 
and participation in many charitable 
activities throughout the community 
including, but not limited to, his Hillel 
connection.

Funds raised that morning are be-
ing donated to the Bnai Zion project 
of Ahava Children and Youth Village, 
located in Kiryat Bialik, a northern 
suburb of Haifa. Ahava is a residential 
youth village in Israel for children at risk 
who have been abused and neglected.

Yoav Apelboim, director of Ahava, 
who fl ew in from Israel for the occa-
sion, spoke from his heart about the 
children at Ahava and the many ser-
vices provided to the more than 250 
residents. The children reside at the vil-
lage, attend local schools and have psy-
chological programs designed specifi -
cally for their needs. Pet therapy is also 
a big part of the children’s lives, giving 
them an opportunity to begin learning 
to trust again. Without Ahava, many of 
these youths would be living in critical 
home situations or on the street.

The guest speaker for this special 
event was Alon Carmel, president and 
founder of jdate.com, the largest online 
Jewish singles dating service, who spent 
nine years of his childhood at Ahava. 
Mr. Carmel told those in attendance 
that a huge portion of his success could 
be attributed to the loving care he re-
ceived at Ahava when he was growing 
up in Israel.

Alon shared the background behind 
jdate.com, and how he and a friend 
started the company as a lark when his 
friend was having a hard time fi nding a 
Jewish girl to date. They set up advertis-
ing on the Internet and the rest, as they 
say, is history. Mr. Carmel, who fl ew in 
from Los Angeles for the brunch, is a 
longtime friend and supporter of Bnai 
Zion and was actually the shadchan be-
tween the two organizations.

Rabbi Adam Raskin of Congrega-
tion Beth Torah gave the invocation 
and presented Patti and Howard Fields 
with their award. Three of Eli David-
sohn’s four children — Amy Doty, 
Reuben Davidsohn and Jordana Bern-

stein (unfortunately Ethan could not 
be there) — presented him with his 
award and Jack Grunspan, executive 
vice-president of Bnai Zion, recognized 
Judah Epstein and extended greetings 
and appreciation on behalf of the na-
tional organization.

Although many people gave gener-
ously to Ahava at the event, if you were 
not able to attend and would like to 
make a donation to this worthy project 
helping Israeli children or if you would 
like more information about the orga-
nization, please contact Avrille Harris-
Cohen, director of the Texas Region of 
Bnai Zion, at 972-918-9200 or avrille.
harris-cohen@bnaizion.org.
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